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UNOFFICIAL FREE PLANNER

Gariwerd / Grampians Practical Planner

Day-walk decision tree - Halls Gap base - fire & recovery checks - Mackenzie status - GPT overview - packing - official Parks
Victoria / CFA links

Verify everything officially. Track status, fire danger, camping and GPT bookings change. Use Parks Victoria, CFA and
VicEmergency on the morning you travel. This is an independent unofficial guide — not affiliated with Parks Victoria, the
Victorian Government, or Traditional Owner corporations. Emergency: 000.

Official links (verify live):

Parks Victoria — Grampians: https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/grampians-national-park
Bookings (camping / GPT): https://bookings.parks.vic.gov.au/

CFA fire danger: https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/

VicEmergency: https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/

Safety: https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-in-nature

Turn around / skip if: Extreme or Catastrophic fire danger - track/road/camp closures - heat illness - storms - insufficient
daylight - group fatigue on steep rocky sandstone - Mackenzie Falls works fencing (never climb around revitalisation barriers).

1. Cultural respect

e Gariwerd is on Country of Djab Wurrung and Jardwadjali / Jadawadjali peoples (and partner Traditional Owner
organisations). Ongoing connection to Country continues.

e Stay on marked tracks. Do not touch rock art. Distance photography only at public sites when open.

e This planner does not replace official visitor information or Traditional Owner guidance.

2. Day-walk decision tree (pick one path)

Easy / half-day Classic first visit

e The Balconies (Reed Lookout) e Pinnacle (route by fitness)

e Boroka Lookout e Lunch Halls Gap reset

e Optional Venus Baths e Balconies + Boroka

e Skip hard peaks if heat/fatigue e One hard morning only
Intermediate rock day Multi-day / advanced

e Wonderland / Grand Canyon loops e GPT sections (book camps)

e Pinnacle optional add-on e Mount William / Stapylton

e Cool day, early start e Trained, booked, exit options

e Shorten if heat rises e Not a day-trip add-on


https://www.grampiansnationalpark.com.au/

3. Classic first-visit day (Halls Gap)

07:00-07:30 — Status check
Halls Gap: water, snacks, CFA rating + Parks Victoria track status screenshots.

07:45-12:00 — The Pinnacle
Shorter signed route for mixed fitness; Wonderland links only if fit and cool. Hard turn-around time; stay on track.

12:00-13:30 — Lunch reset
Food, shade, honest debrief. Convert afternoon to one lookout if the morning was enough.

14:00-15:30 — The Balconies
Short walk, big views; supervise edges; queue calmly at peak times.

15:45-16:45 — Boroka Lookout
Panorama stop; optional golden hour if safe. Headlamp if dusk; drive slowly for wildlife.

Evening — Optional easy only

Venus Baths if energy remains — otherwise rest. No hero stacking.

4. Wonderland focus day

Morning Midday decision

e FEarly Wonderland car park e Pinnacle add-on only if legs/heat/daylight agree
e Signed loops / Grand Canyon approaches e Otherwise descend and claim the win

e Water 2-3L - grip shoes - poles optional e Afternoon: recovery, not another peak

5. Melbourne day-trip realism

Plan ~3 hours each way to Halls Gap (traffic expands that).
One primary objective: lookouts set or moderate Pinnacle — not Wonderland + waterfalls + sunset.
Leave early; share driving; skip sunset if it forces a dangerous tired night drive.

Cancel if Extreme/Catastrophic fire danger or major closures.

6. Mackenzie Falls (Migunang wirab) — status-critical

Major revitalisation works have closed the precinct for much of 2025-2026 — reopening guidance points to later 2026
windows; always verify live status.
Plan B: Zumsteins / open western options / Halls Gap lookouts.

Never trespass works zones. Silverband and other waterfalls only when listed open.



7. Grampians Peaks Trail (overview)

Plan Realism

e Full trail ~164 km multi-day e Book camps early (spring/holidays)
® Most walkers: section first e Re-check fire recovery status

e North / Central / South options e Train with pack weight on rock

e Official booking map required e Write heat/fire turn-around rules

8. Wildflower season notes

e Peak interest often late August-mid November (year-to-year variation).
e Book Halls Gap early; arrive at trailheads early.
e Stay on formed tracks — trampling verges destroys the display.

e Fire ratings still apply in spring.

9. Rock art respect (public sites only)

e Examples when open: Gulgurn Manja, Ngamadijidj, Billimina, Manja — verify each trip.

Paths only - no touching - distance photography only - quiet voices.

Do not hunt “secret” sites or share sensitive locations that encourage trespass.

Brambuk / information services: confirm open offers (building works may affect 2026 phases).

10. Morning checklist

[ Parks Victoria Change of Conditions for walks/roads

1 CFA fire danger rating + VicEmergency awareness

[0 Mackenzie Falls status if on the plan

[0 GPT / camp bookings confirmed if overnighting in park

[0 Water filled - grip shoes - sun protection - snacks

O Offline map / status screenshots - someone knows your plan

11. Packing shortlist

e [ Grip hiking shoes/boots e [ Wind/rain shell

e [ Trekking poles (optional) e [0 Warm mid-layer (dawn lookouts)
e [1 Day pack 20-30L e [1Headlamp

e [ Hydration 2L+ (heat) e [ First aid / blister kit

e [ Electrolytes in heat e [ Dry bag (multi-day)

e [1 UPF shirt / sun hat e [ Offline status screenshots

12. Bases at a glance

e Halls Gap — best first-visit hub (Pinnacle, Wonderland, lookouts)
e Dunkeld — southern GPT / Mount William logistics

e Stawell / Wartook / Pomonal — overflow or western days



13. Full web guides

e ltineraries: https://www.grampiansnationalpark.com.au/itineraries/

e Walks hub: https://www.grampiansnationalpark.com.au/trails/

e Plan visit: https://www.grampiansnationalpark.com.au/visit/

e Articles: https://www.grampiansnationalpark.com.au/articles/

e Sister VIC pair: https://www.portcampbellnationalpark.com.au/ - https://greatotwaynationalpark.com.au/

© Farming Domains - grampiansnationalpark.com.au - Independent unofficial planning guide.
Some stay, tour and gear links on the website may earn a commission. Park fees, Parks Victoria camping and GPT bookings are never affiliated.
Always confirm live access, fire danger and safety with official sources before you travel.



